
 

 
 

Institute for Environmental and Social Sustainability (IESS) Focused Fields Forum 

Innovative and Sustainable Pathways to Reduce 
Environmental Footprints 

 

Kelley School of Business, Hodge Hall 4016 
October 6th, 2025 

8:00 AM Social & Refreshments 

8:30 AM Welcome Remarks 
Rebecca Slotegraaf, Associate Dean for Research, Kelley School of Business 

8:45 AM Transition Pathways Toward Meeting Energy Needs 
 
Meeting Indiana Manufacturing Energy Challenges: Energy Efficiency, Electricity 
Requirements, Distributed Generation, and Energy Transition 
Anees Azzouni, Azzouni & Associates, Inc. 
 
Customer Pathways to Meeting Increasing Energy Demand 
Joseph Rompala, Director, Lewis Kappes 

9:45 AM Break 

10:00 AM Tackling Hydrogen’s Big Challenges 
 
Solving the Hydrogen Storage and Transport Challenge with Liquid Organic Hydrogen 
Carriers 
Hong Chen, President of H2NEXUS, Associate Dean and Director of the Center for Clean 
Energy and Carbon Neutral Development at Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business 
(CKGSB) 
 
Midwest Alliance for Clean Hydrogen “MachH2” Overview 
Neil Banwart, Chief Integration Officer of MachH2, Managing Director-Hydrogen at 
Energy Systems Network (ESN) 

11:00 AM Break 

11:15 AM Panel Discussion on Sustainable Energy Future 
Moderator: Owen Wu, Kelley School of Business 
Panelists: 
Anees Azzouni, Azzouni & Associates, Inc. 
Neil Banwart, Energy Systems Network 
Tim Gawne, Rio Energy International, Inc. 
Jim Wade, Agresti Energy 

12:15 PM Lunch 



 

 

1:15 PM Sustainable Food and Textile Supply Chains 
 
Use Less, Live More – The Great Outdoors: Textile Creativity and Longevity 
Colinne S. Bartel, owner of Truffle Time, a subsidiary of AC Innovation GmbH  
 
Implementing Sustainable Supply Chains 
Jason Katz, VP Co-Manufacturing, Danone 
 

2:15 PM Break 

2:30 PM Technology Innovations and New Opportunities 
 
Destination Zero: Cummins’ Sustainability Strategy – Innovations and Opportunities for 
Collaboration 
Brijesh Krishnan, Director, Environmental Sustainability and Compliance Strategy, 
Cummins Inc. 
 
Waste To Energy’s Greatest Opportunity 
Jim Wade, Chairman, Agresti Energy 

3:30 PM Break 

3:45 PM Panel Discussion on Corporate Sustainability and Global Supply Chains 
Moderator: Rodney Parker, Kelley School of Business 
Panelists: 
Colinne Bartel, AC Innovation GmbH  
Jason Katz, Danone 
Brijesh Krishnan, Cummins Inc. 
Jim Wade, Agresti Energy 

4:45 PM Refreshments & Social 

 

 

Organizer:  

Owen Wu, Director of Research and Outreach, Institute for Environmental and Social Sustainability 
Kelley School of Business, Indiana University 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Anees Azzouni is independent consultant and founder of Azzouni & Associates, Inc. an energy 
consulting firm.  His clients include major industrial consumers of electricity, natural gas, and 
water, public sector organizations, public utilities, as well as financial institutions and investors.  
He assists clients in a changing regulated and competitive energy, water, and electricity markets.  
He assisted oil, gas, petrochemical, iron and steel, paper, pharmaceutical, and other 
manufacturing firms with the design and implementation of climate, energy, energy efficiency 
strategies, programs, and projects.  Prior to that he served as oil, gas, and electric power 
infrastructure consultant in Saudi Aramco engineering organization.  His academic background 
is in engineering and economics.   

 

Neil Banwart is the Chief Integration Officer of MachH2 (Midwest Alliance for Clean Hydrogen). 
His responsibilities include ensuring MachH2 maximizes all funding sources and continually 
expanding the reach and impact of MachH2. In conjunction with the CEO, he also represents 
MachH2 in public-facing matters such as media interviews, on panels, and at tradeshows.  

Neil also serves as Managing Director-Hydrogen at Energy Systems Network (ESN). Before ESN, 
he spent nearly a decade at Cummins Inc. He has held several M&A, Treasury, and finance roles 
in his career, including service as the CFO of a small private equity fund. Neil earned a Bachelor’s 
in Finance from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an MBA from Bradley 
University. He is a CFA Charterholder and serves on the Board of Directors of the CFA Society of 
Indianapolis as the immediate past president.  

 

Colinne S. Bartel is the owner of Truffle Time, a subsidiary of AC Innovation GmbH. AC 
Innovation serves as a marketing and business development catalyst for entrepreneurs. As chief 
project manager, Ms. Bartel was responsible for capital expenditures and acquisition integration 
for an Advent International portfolio company that executed one of the fastest growing 
telecommunications buy & build projects in Europe. 

After finalizing her MBA and a research trip in East Africa in 2002, Colinne joined McKinsey & 
Company. Ms. Bartel holds a B.A. in Political Science from University of California, Los Angeles, 
an M.A. in International Relations from the Claremont Graduate School and a dual MBA in 
Strategy and Finance from The Peter F. Drucker School of Management and the EDHEC Business 
School. Her passions are sports, conservation, the arts and cultural exchange. 

 

Hong Chen, the President of H2NEXUS (h2nexus.com), is Professor, Associate Dean, and 
Director of the Center for Clean Energy and Carbon Neutral Development at Cheung Kong 
Graduate School of Business (CKGSB). He received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Economic-
Systems Engineering from Stanford University, and was on the faculty in Sauder School of 
Business at the University of British Columbia for a span over 20 years, and last held (tenured) 
Alumni Professor in Supply Chain Management. In the last 10 years, he served as Senior Advisor 

https://h2nexus.com/


 

 
and Director of a Hydrogen Energy company, and a Board member of a Fortune 500 Energy 
company.  

 

Tim Gawne is a Trader at Rio Energy International, Inc. in Houston, Texas. Since graduating in 
1995 with a BS in Finance from Indiana University School of Business, he has worked in the 
downstream trading & marketing segment of the US energy industry, on both crude oil and 
refined products side of the business. His first 15 years were spent with Amoco and British 
Petroleum in various roles in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Midland and Houston, Texas, and Chicago, 
Illinois.  In 2010, Tim helped Hong Kong based Brightoil Petroleum open their first US office in 
Houston, Texas and build their global fuel and crude trading business. In years since then, Tim 
has worked for Morgan Stanley unit TransMontaigne and privately-owned Rio Energy as the 
Crude Oil Book Leader. With primary operations in the Permian and Eagle Ford Shale Basins of 
Texas, Rio is a full-service oil trader providing markets and transportation services for US 
domestic oil producers. 

 

Jason Katz.  With over 25 years of procurement and supply chain experience, Jason has sourced 
everything from semiconductors to yogurt across 5 different continents. Jason is the VP of Co-
Manufacturing at Danone SA and received his BS of Finance and MBA from the Kelley School of 
Business, Indiana University. 

 

Brijesh Krishnan is a seasoned leader in sustainability, circular economy, and environmental 
strategy, currently serving as Director of Environmental Sustainability and Compliance Strategy 
at Cummins Inc.  He has over two decades of experience combining technical, operational, and 
strategic roles, with a strong focus on creating business and community value through 
sustainable practices. Brijesh holds an MPA and MSES from Indiana University. 

 

Joseph Rompala is a Director at Lewis Kappes, and is member of the firm’s Energy and Utility 
and Appellate Law practices.  He is involved in the Indiana State Bar Association (ISBA), serving 
on the ISBA’s Board of Governors and having previously served as the Chair of Utility Law and 
Appellate Law Sections.  As member of Lewis Kappes’ Energy and Utility practice, Joe advises the 
firm’s clients on a variety of energy related issues, and regularly appears before the Indiana 
Utility Regulatory Commission on behalf those clients.  As part of the firm’s Appellate Law 
practice group, he has participated in numerous appeals, including cases from the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission, authored briefs for cases before the state and federal appellate courts, 
and presented oral argument before the Indiana Court of Appeals and Supreme Court.    

Joe also serves as the Legislative Director for Indiana Industrial Energy Consumers (INDIEC), 
Inc., a trade organization comprised of over 20 of the State’s largest manufacturers.  As 
Legislative Director, Joe advocates on behalf of INDIEC before the Indiana General Assembly. 



 

 
Prior to joining Lewis & Kappes, Joe served as a law clerk to then Chief Justice Randall T. 
Shepard.  Joe is a 2004 graduate of the University of Notre Dame Law School. 

 

Jim Wade is presently the Chairman of Agresti Energy LLC headquartered in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Agresti’s proprietary Pressure Hydrolysis Process (PHP) technology economically 
produces a variety of energy products. Agresti is currently concentrating on direct investment 
operations in North America and Europe. 

Jim was Chairman and CEO of RW Armstrong, a global engineering consulting and design firm 
headquartered in Indianapolis with 17 offices across the U.S., Middle East, North Africa, and 
Guam. Jim began working full time at RW Armstrong in 1974 and became its leader in 1982, 
overseeing its growth into Indiana’s largest engineering firm with 650 employees and an ENR 
ranking of #150 Top International Design Firms. RW Armstrong specialized in civil engineering 
in the U.S. and iconic architectural and program management projects overseas. The firm 
merged with CHA Consulting in 2012, where Jim served as Vice President until 2016. 

Jim has served on numerous boards, including as president of Citizens Energy Group (23-year 
board member), the Aviation Association of Indiana, the Indiana Chapter of the World Presidents 
Organization, and the Consulting Engineers of Indiana. He also served on the Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Development Commission during the creation of landmark projects such as Circle 
Centre Mall, the Canal Walk, and the Monon Trail, serving as board president from 1989 to 1992. 

He holds degrees in Business/Marketing from St. Edward’s University and Interdisciplinary 
Engineering from Purdue University. 

  



 

 
 
Rodney Parker is the Conrad Prebys Professor of Operations Management at Indiana University’s 
Kelley School of Business, specializing in supply chain management, inventory theory, healthcare 
operations management, and the interfaces of operations with marketing, finance, and accounting. 
His research explores complex systems such as healthcare operations and capacity-constrained 
environments. Before joining Kelley, he held faculty positions at the University of Chicago and Yale 
University. 
 
Owen Wu is an Associate Professor of Operations and Decision Technologies and Director of 
Research and Outreach for the Institute for Environmental and Social Sustainability at the Kelley 
School of Business, Indiana University. His research is primarily centered around energy sustainabi-
lity and socially responsible operations, including integrating renewable energy resources, investing 
and operating energy storage, improving energy efficiency and infrastructure, as well as managing 
assistance programs in humanitarian operations. His research received the INFORMS ENRE Society’s 
Best Publication Award in Environment and Sustainability, Paul Kleindorfer Award in Sustainability 
by POMS. He played significant roles in the professional societies, currently serving as the Chair for 
the MSOM Society’s Sustainable Operations Special Interest Group, previously serving as Vice 
President of the MSOM Society and Vice President of the POMS College of Sustainable Operations. 
 

  



 

 
Parking instruction: 

Fee Lane Garage serves Kelley School of Business.  You can navigate to “Fee Lane Garage” on 
Google map. Full day parking is $30; we offer free parking to speakers. 

Once parked, two ways to get to Hodge Hall 4016: 

• Walk from outside: Exit the garage to the street; walk toward ☆ (corner of N Fee Ln and 
E 10th), enter the building, and take elevator to HH4016. 

• Walk from inside:  The visitor parking levels of the garage are connected to the west side 
of the Kelley School; walk across the bridge to the east side (Hodge Hall). 

The map below visualizes the direction. 

 

 
 

HH4016 

Bridge 


